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ORDINANCE 
 
SUBJECT:  FLOODPLAIN ZONING             _______ 
 

COMMITTEE:  PLANNING, RESOURCE AND DEVELOPMENT____      
 

FIRST CONSIDERATION: March 21, 2019         
 

FINAL CONSIDERATION:   April 16, 2019         
 
ORDINANCE #    173 – 4/19    PUBLICATION DATE    April 25, 2019    
 

The County Board of Supervisors of La Crosse County does ordain as follows: 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RECREATE CHAPTER 16 ENTITLED “FLOODPLAIN ZONING” 
OF THE GENERAL CODE OF LA CROSSE COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

 
 

 

ANALYSIS 
 

Federal and State law require the County to adopt a floodplain zoning ordinance that has been 
approved by both FEMA and Wisconsin DNR.  Failure to conform with requirements can place those 
property owners who receive subsidized flood insurance premiums in jeopardy of losing reduced rates. 
 

For ease of review, Chapter 16 has been redrafted. The majority of the changes in the proposed 
ordinance draft are changes in terms, grammar, usage and punctuation to clarify many of the 
ordinance sections.  Some new definitions of terms were added and some no longer used removed.   
 

The following is a listing of the major changes affecting policy and administration of the ordinance: 
 

- s.16.33(2)(b) now lists FEMA requirements for wet floodproofing of certain non-habitable 
buildings. 
 

- s.16.33(2) once allowed construction of one detached accessory building in the floodfringe if 
the building was less than 600 sq. ft., less than $10,000 in cost, was inundated during a 
flood by 2-ft of water or less, and floodwaters did not exceed 2-ft per second.  This 
exception was never allowed by FEMA and has now been removed in the new ordinance. 
 

- s.16.53 clarifies elevation requirements for a structure’s lowest floor. 
 

- s.16.61 clarifies that the 50% rule limit for modifications and maintenance of a non-conforming 
structure are on a per event basis. 
 

- s.16.61(h) lists requirements for repair/reconstruction of a non-conforming structure damaged 
by a non-flood event. 
 

- s. 16.63(3).  In the existing ordinance this comparable section allows a 60 sq. ft. one-time 
addition to a non-conforming flood-fringe structure exempt of many of the ordinance 
requirements.  This was intended to allow the addition of a bathroom if a floodplain 
structure was without plumbing and a bathroom was to be added.  FEMA requires that all 
additions meet required elevation and floodproof requirements so this was removed. 

 
 
 

  
 

INFORMATION: 
 

County Board Rules:  Governing Body s. 2.02(8) states, in part:  Ordinances are drafted by the Corporation 
Counsel.   After the ordinance has been reviewed by a standing committee, each Supervisor will be given a copy of 
the ordinance showing the deleted language (grayed) and the new language (underlined) and an analysis of the 
intent of the ordinance.  After introduction to the County Board, the ordinance shall be referred to the next 
monthly meeting unless waived by a 2/3 vote of the Supervisors present and a public hearing may be held if 
requested by a Supervisor.  An amendment may be introduced and debated at either the original or the referred 
meeting. Copies of the ordinances of the County of La Crosse in their entirety are available with Corporation 
Counsel, County Clerk, or www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/code/.          
(rev. 3/03) 

http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/code/
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