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ORDINANCE 
 
SUBJECT:   SHORELAND ZONING             _______ 
 
COMMITTEE:  PLANNING, RESOURCE AND DEVELOPMENT____      
 
FIRST CONSIDERATION:  March 21, 2019         
 
FINAL CONSIDERATION:   April 16, 2019         
 
ORDINANCE #  174 – 4/19    PUBLICATION DATE April 25, 2019    
 
The County Board of Supervisors of La Crosse County does ordain as follows: 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 20 ENTITLED “SHORELAND ZONING” OF THE  
GENERAL CODE OF LA CROSSE COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ANALYSIS 
 
Chapter 20, Shoreland Zoning, was repealed and recreated in 2017.  After further review by the 
Wisconsin DNR, the following minor corrections need to be made:  
 

1. Clarification in definition of “impervious surface” to address decks, stairways and walkways.  
2. Clarification in definition of “ordinary high water mark” made by correcting reference to the 

Appendix which contains the information.  
3. Correction of website address for location of Shoreland-Wetland maps.  
4. The ditch bank of agriculture drainage systems in the shoreland zoning area must now have 35 

foot wide buffer strip of unitlled, ungrazed sod cover vesus 10 feet.  
5. Clarifies that structures that are older than ten years and are in violation of the current 

code but not be enforced under the shoreland ordinance may be maintained, repaired, 
replaced, restored, rebuilt or remodeled only if the activity does not expand the footprint of 
the structure. (No vertical or lateral expansion allowed for structures in violation.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

INFORMATION: 
 
County Board Rules:  Governing Body s. 2.02(8) states, in part:  Ordinances are drafted by the Corporation 
Counsel.   After the ordinance has been reviewed by a standing committee, each Supervisor will be given a copy of 
the ordinance showing the deleted language (grayed) and the new language (underlined) and an analysis of the 
intent of the ordinance.  After introduction to the County Board, the ordinance shall be referred to the next 
monthly meeting unless waived by a 2/3 vote of the Supervisors present and a public hearing may be held if 
requested by a Supervisor.  An amendment may be introduced and debated at either the original or the referred 
meeting. Copies of the ordinances of the County of La Crosse in their entirety are available with Corporation 
Counsel, County Clerk, or www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/code/.          
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