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RE: APPROVE USE OF AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) FUNDING FOR SKILLED TRADES
TRAINING

WHEREAS, La Crosse County was allocated $22,923,224 through the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021,
which must be obligated by the end of 2024 and spent by the end of 2026; and,

WHEREAS, the County Board has reserved funding for eight project priority areas as outlined in Resolution
#55-1/22 including $2.45 million for Skilled Trades Training; and,

WHEREAS, labor shortages in the skilled construction trades slow and increase the cost of important public
and private projects in La Crosse County and weaken our local and regional economy; and,

WHEREAS, as La Crosse County does not have the capability to develop and maintain a skilled trades
training program, a Request for Proposal was released on March 6, 2023 asking for community partners to
propose a model for skilled trades training; and,

WHEREAS, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater La Crosse presented a proposal to 1.) provide space for training,
coaching and transportation. 2.) Collaborate with organizations such as school districts, technical colleges,
the construction sector, and labor unions, to educate young people on skilled trades career paths that lead
to productive and well-paid jobs and 3.) Create a local program that works to promote and increase
enroliment in existing skilled trades programs that support local industry for at least ten years; and,

WHEREAS, community partners, including the City of La Crosse, School District of La Crosse, Couleecap,
Kwik Trip and the La Crosse Area Builders Association have indicated support for this model through letters
of support.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the La Crosse County Board approves $2 million of American
Rescue Plan Act funding for the funding of a skilled trades training program; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, prior to release of funding, a memorandum of understanding will be approved
by the Executive Committee outlining roles and responsibilities between the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater La
Crosse and La Crosse County regarding the development of a skilled trades training program.

FISCAL NOTE:
Costs totaling $2 million will be tracked in division 295.770.3744 within the County financial system, Account
64100.02.
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