
CRIMINAL JUSTICE MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
Wednesday October 15, 2025 

Law Enforcement Center Room 1615 
 

MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 

Becky Koske, Tina Tryggestad, Mike Baroni, Tim Gruenke, Elliott 
Levine, Margaret Larson, Avrie Schott, Michael Sersch, James 
Szymalak, Jenna Theler, John Siegel 

MEMBERS 
EXCUSED: 

Ryan Anderson, Trish Stratman, Curt Teff, Dawn Wacek, Jess Beck, 
Dr. Suthakaran Veerasamy, Heidi Svee, Jason Witt, Araysa 
Simpson, Randy Knapp 

OTHERS 
PRESENT: 

Mike Kiefer, Ben Pfiffner, Ann Wales, Sally King, Tonya Van Tol 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Tim Gruenke called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL of September 17, 2025 MINUTES OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL: 
MOTION by ((Sersch/Koske)) to approve the September 17, 2025 minutes of the Criminal 
Justice Management Council.   
Motion carried unanimously: Veerasamy, Stratman, Teff, Anderson, Wacek, Beck, Svee, 
Witt, Simpson, Knapp excused. 

Jail Programming Presentation: Mike Kiefer, Ben Pfiffner, and Ann Wales presented an 
overview of programming services offered within the La Crosse County Jail, including mental 
health and substance use recovery groups, cognitive behavioral and reentry planning 
classes, financial literacy, religious programming, and education. Over 80 volunteers 
contribute to religious services, and staff provide individual AODA and mental health 
support, suicide assessments, and release resources such as clothing, transportation, and 
supplies. Approximately 60% of men and 85% of women participate in programming. 
Access barriers include housing restrictions, limited space, and short lengths of stay. Mental 
health groups remain in high demand, with waitlists reflecting ongoing need. 

Panelists emphasized that the jail has increasingly become a default mental health facility 
due to the shortage of community treatment beds, with many returning post-competency 
restoration due to lack of community supports. Staff recommended expanding life skills and 
communication programming, improving coordination with community providers, and 
exploring models from other jurisdictions that ensure consistent follow-up post-release. 

Informational/Misc.:  None 

 
Future Agenda Items: None 
 
ADJOURN: Meeting adjourned at 6:27 p.m. 

Disclaimer: The above minutes may be approved, amended, or corrected at the next 
committee meeting.  
 
Recorded by Tonya Van Tol   


